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“Red in progress. Salone del Mobile.Milano meets Riyadh”: a new 
Italy–Saudi Arabia partnership, and a gateway to the Middle East for 
design branded Made in Italy 
 
Salone del Mobile.Milano makes its debut in Riyadh today: an installation with more than 200 
products from 38 Italian companies, over 350 high-profile B2B meetings, 30 leading exponents 
of international architecture and design in 13 cultural events. These are the numbers of the event 
that anticipates the first Saudi edition of the Salone in 2026. 
 
Salone del Mobile.Milano cuts the ribbon in Riyadh, a city shaped by contemporary architecture, bold 
urban ambitions, and a deep architectural heritage — its established and growing role in the global design 
landscape reaffirmed through this moment. With “Red in progress. Salone del Mobile.Milano meets 
Riyadh”, Italian design is entering the Arab world for the first time as a platform for dialogue between 
cultures, industrial systems and design visions. A presence that marks a new chapter in the 
collaboration between Italy and Saudi Arabia, created to connect two growing ecosystems with the 
shared goal of fostering a structured dialogue between institutions, designers and companies.  
 
The initiative, launched in collaboration with Saudi and Italian institutions, is set in the heart of the 
King Abdullah Financial District (KAFD), one of the symbolic centers of urban development. It part of 
the work of the Architecture & Design Commission — headed by HH Prince Nawaf Bin Ayyaf — which 
plays a strategic role in the cultural and design development of the country.  
 
HH Prince Nawaf bin Abdulaziz bin Ayyaf emphasized that the gathering marks the beginning of a new 
chapter of collaboration with Salone del Mobile.Milano, celebrating Riyadh’s growing role as a global hub 
where creativity meets opportunity. He noted that design in Saudi Arabia is more than an industry; it is a 
way of shaping better lives and creating spaces that reflect culture and community. Through the preview 
edition and ahead of the major 2026 event, he affirmed the Kingdom’s commitment to building 
meaningful impact and fostering a future where authenticity and creativity come together under a 
confident Saudi vision. 
 
Minister Antonio Tajani declared: “Thanks to the preview of the Salone del Mobile Riyadh 2026, we are 
strengthening the economic ties between Italy and Saudi Arabia. Italian design, renowned for its ability to 
unite the richness of craftsmanship rooted in our local communities with extraordinary functionality and 
quality, is making a fundamental contribution to the major urban, residential, and hospitality projects 
promoted by the Saudi development plan ‘Vision 2030’. Through the Export Plan, together with the 
instruments made available to companies by ITA, SACE, SIMEST and CDP, we will continue to support 
Italian companies also in this strategic sector.” 
 
Red in progress: a business-first platform with over 300 B2B meetings 
From today and for three days, “Red in progress” is bringing more than 200 products from 38 Italian 
design companies to Riyadh, selected for their industrial capacity and they way they match the needs 
of the fastest growing sectors in the Kingdom. Their presence stems from the design work of the Salone 
del Mobile.Milano, developed with the Architecture & Design Commission, to offer companies structured 
access to the Saudi market. On the agenda are over 350 B2B meetings with developers, architectural 
firms, contractors, hospitality operators and investors: a network designed to generate concrete 
opportunities, foster qualified partnerships and guide Italian firms in a rapidly changing ecosystem.  
 
Maria Porro, President of the Salone del Mobile.Milano, comments: “The Riyadh stage is the result of a 
strategic convergence between the Kingdom and Italian institutions, which recognize design as a 



 

privileged area of cultural and economic cooperation. The Salone del Mobile.Milano is here as a platform 
of the Italian System, to accompany the supply chain in a market undergoing profound growth and to build 
high-end relationships between companies, designers and major developers. The 38 companies present 
represent the excellence of a cohesive supply chain, an expression of industrial skills, design culture and 
innovative capacity. This amounts to a collective vision that goes beyond our presence in the exhibition. 
In a country that is imagining new cities and new forms of living, “Red in Progress” brings a responsible 
and future-oriented industrial model. This is the first step towards a stable, measurable and long-lasting 
collaboration that has its roots in a solid cultural exchange of skills projected into the future, as well as in a 
concern for emerging talent in the field of Saudi design.” 
 
Field trips are also scheduled to the principal giga-projects in the capital and the Kingdom, offering direct 
engagement with the priorities and scales of urban development. Supporting the meetings, the Business 
Lounge designed by Lissoni & Partners offers a reserved and functional space, divided into lounges, 
meeting rooms and informal areas for discussions and business deals. 
 
Piero Lissoni, Architect, Designer and Art Director at Lissoni & Partners : “We have sought to design 
places, islands of encounter. It will not be a simple display of furniture, but ‘piazzas’ that tell stories, 
presenting ‘Italy Inc.’ There will be several rooms, units built as if they were cylinders suspended or resting 
on the ground, in which stories will be narrated: about factories, catalogues, and research...” 
 
The Saudi market and Vision 2030 
The choice of Riyadh comes at a crucial time for the Kingdom. With Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia is 
developing new districts, museums, public spaces, tourist infrastructure and housing models that require 
advanced skills in design, furnishings and interiors. It is in this scenario, made up of new cities being born, 
sectors that are growing rapidly and a firm demand for quality that the Salone del Mobile.Milano will be 
present as a platform capable of connecting emerging needs and Italian know-how. The Saudi market is 
one of the most dynamic for the furniture supply chain. Urbanization at 85%, consumption up 36% 
since 2020 and over 360,000 new hotel and hospitality rooms under development confirm the 
potential of the sector. Italy is already a privileged partner. In 2024, Saudi Arabia was the second 
MENA market for Italian furniture, with imports worth $264 million (+15%) and a leadership of 36% in 
the premium and luxury segment. An encouraging market, and today it has a growth potential in 
absolute terms yet to be expressed. 
 
“The Saudi market represents a strategic and concrete opportunity for wood-furniture companies, and 
even more so at a time of great geopolitical changes that are reshaping the geography of our exports. 
Being present with 38 outstanding design excellences is a tangible sign of the dynamism of the sector, 
which has decided, through coordinated action between Saudi and Italian companies and institutions to 
explore a dynamic and promising field, with a great potential still unexpressed. The Salone del Mobile in 
Riyadh is, therefore, much more than a trade fair: it is a fundamental step on the path to internationalization 
that is essential to maintain our competitiveness in this sector. FederlegnoArredo will continue to work 
alongside its members to create synergies capable of turning into opportunities. My thanks go to all the 
companies and institutions that have believed in it” said Claudio Feltrin, President of 
FederlegnoArredo. 
 
Giò Forma’s urban scenography  
The KAFD is transformed for the occasion through an urban scenography designed by the Giò Forma 
international studio. It takes the form of a modular vertical structure, composed of scaffolding and 
lightweight surfaces, wrapped in a semi-transparent red veil that filters the light and reinterprets the 
aesthetics of the construction site as an architectural device capable of generating space, depth and 
original perspectives. The project introduces a new ephemeral landscape into the district, built around 



 

the red of the Salone — an immediately recognizable visual code — which here becomes a storytelling 
sign, landmark and temporary infrastructure designed to be assembled, dismantled and reused in other 
contexts. The installation acts as a great “scenic machine”, an open-ended organism that houses 
furnishings, lights, surfaces and accessories produced by Italian companies, transforming them into a 
sequence of spaces where materials, color and volumes dialogue with the rigorous geometry of the 
financial district. The structure creates thresholds, passages, and viewpoints that define an immersive 
path designed to guide visitors through an experience of discovery rather than a simple exhibition. The 
gesture introduces a fragment of contemporary urbanity into the KAFD: a temporary display that speaks 
the language of site-specific installations and, at the same time, expresses the Italian ability to 
interpret the landscape with an innovative, sustainable and outstanding design content. A visual 
manifesto announcing the Salone’s arrival in Saudi Arabia and anticipating the cultural and urban 
dimension of its future edition in the Kingdom. Florian Boje of the studio Giò Forma says,  “the Salone del 
Mobile.Milano in Riyadh will become the navel of the world, a major, dynamic local and global laboratory 
where new scenarios for home living are imagined and built.” 
 
Designed in Saudi: talents, research and new local design 
Next to the exhibition area, two institutional spaces tell the story of the growth of the Saudi creative 
ecosystem. The pavilion of the Ministry of Culture presents a selection of projects developed in 
collaboration with the Kingdom’s leading universities, highlighting the country's investment in training, 
applied research and the construction of new design skills. The area Designed in Saudi, promoted by 
the Architecture & Design Commission, brings together products and concepts by emerging 
designers and local brands. This is a program that supports the development of the supply chain, 
enhances talents and micro-enterprises, and introduces the “Designed in Saudi” seal, a quality mark 
awarded to works that embody authenticity, innovation and a human-centric approach rooted in the Saudi 
cultural context. 
 
As the Italian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Carlo Baldocci, declared,  “The debut of 
the Salone del Mobile.Milano in Riyadh shows that Italian creativity is capable of embodying the spirit of 
Vision 2030, contributing to the Kingdom’s extraordinary urban and cultural transformation. The dialogue 
between designers, institutions and companies enhances the natural complementarities between our 
countries and opens up new opportunities for working together. This initiative consolidates the Italian 
presence in Saudi Arabia and strengthens a bond that looks decisively to the future.” 
 
Thirteen talks and thirty speakers for an international dialogue about design 
“Red in progress” is completed with an intense cultural program, curated by Annalisa Rosso, Editorial 
Director & Cultural Events Advisor of the Salone del Mobile.Milano together with the Architecture 
& Design Commission. Thirteen events will present a panorama of ideas and sensibilities about 
contemporary design. Thirty speakers from Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Europe will present talks, 
masterclasses, and conversations ranging from sustainability to urban regeneration, from new codes of 
hospitality to design identity and the role of artificial intelligence in creative processes. Opening the 
programe is a dialogue between HH Prince Nawaf Bin Ayyaf, and Maria Porro, President of the Salone 
del Mobile.Milano on how leadership, cultural vision and institutional strategy can guide the evolution of 
design today. At the center is the ambition to build a significant bridge between Italy and Saudi Arabia, a 
dialogue in which knowledge, creativity and values circulate to inspire mutual growth. Among other 
speakers: HRH Princess Nourah AlFaisal, Founder Adhlal, CEO Art Of Heritage; Florian Boje, CEO and 
Co-Founder, Studio Giò Forma; Noura Ghabra, Assistant Professor in Architecture, Consultant in 
Sustainable Architecture and Cultural Heritage; Marva Griffin Wilshire, Founder and Curator 
SaloneSatellite and Ambassador of International Relations, Salone del Mobile.Milano; Piero Lissoni, 
Architect, Designer and Art Director, Lissoni&Partners; Hind Alessa Architect and Designer for Social 
Innovation and Lulu Almana, Landscape Architect; Nebras AlJoaib, Founder and Principal 



 

Designer, Nebras Aljoaib Creative Studio; Al.Motasem B. Attiyah Architect and Urbanist, CEO Clear 
Holding Co.; Abdullah Azaz, Creative Director, Azaz Architects; Carlo Baldocci, Italian Ambassador to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; Mario Cucinella, Architect and Founder, MCA - Mario Cucinella Architects; 
Abdulrahman Gazzas, Partner and Director, Bricklab; Roberto Palomba, Architect and Designer, Co-
founder Palomba Serafini Associati studio; Samer Yamani, Design Curator and Creative Director, 
Founder Creative Dialogue. The meetings will be hosted by an immersive space designed by Giò Forma. 
Tiered seating, carpets and cushions will create an informal atmosphere encouraging closeness and 
direct dialogue, transforming the program into a veritable agora of exchanges between cultures and 
visions of design. 
 
Economic cooperation between Italy and Saudi Arabia 
Economic cooperation between Italy and Saudi Arabia consolidates the role of the ITA – Italian Trade 
Agency in promoting the internationalization of the Italian wood-furniture supply chain. The Salone 
del Mobile.Milano is confirmed as a strategic catalyst for the global expansion of design Made in Italy. 
 
Matteo Zoppas, President of ITA – Italian Trade Agency: “ITA - Italian Trade Agency stands alongside 
the Salone del Mobile.Milano to support the internationalization of Italian wood-furniture and design 
companies and to strengthen the presence of Made in Italy products in strategic markets, in line with the 
export plan promoted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Antonio Tajani. The wood-furniture supply chain—
together with Fashion and Food—is one of the three ‘Fs’ of Italian beauty and craftsmanship, and it 
continues to demonstrate strong resilience: in the first half of 2025 it reached €9.67 billion in exports, a 
value that remains essentially stable compared to 2024 despite a complex geopolitical environment. 
More than 350 meetings B2B sessions are planned between 38 Italian companies and selected Saudi 
operators for the Riyadh teaser event, thanks to the work of the Italian Trade Agency office. We have also 
carried out a dedicated market study on the furniture sector in Saudi Arabia, including a mapping of the 
main competitors and local contacts useful to our businesses. Italian Trade Agency is also coordinating 
an integrated communication plan—both offline and online—to ensure maximum visibility for the project in 
Saudi Arabia and across the Gulf Cooperation Council area, supported by an agency, tasked with securing 
coverage in the region’s leading media outlets. The objective is clear: to promote Made in Italy and foster 
new collaboration opportunities between Italy and Saudi Arabia, contributing to the achievement of the 
Government’s target of €700 billion in exports.” 
 
Partners & Sponsors 
Together with the professional program, an area will be devoted to Lifestyle in collaboration with the 
retailers of the KAFD space, sponsors of the project, and Italian and Saudi food & beverage brands. 
The Financial Plaza will host convivial events that express the rituals of Italian lifestyle conceived as 
spaces for relationships between participants. Not a simple interlude, but a dramaturgy of service and 
hospitality designed with the same care for design in the service of conversation. “Red in progress. 
Salone del Mobile.Milano meets Riyadh” is held with the support of its partners S.Bernardo and 
Panerai. Alongside KAFD, the sponsors of the event are Acqua di Parma and Lavazza, consolidating 
a system of partnerships between Italian companies that are icons of the Made in Italy brand and Saudi 
stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Where & When  
Red in progress. Salone del Mobile.Milano Meets Riyadh  
King Abdullah Financial District, Riyadh 
November 26–28, 2025 
Admission by registration via Webook 
 
Strategic Partner 
Architecture and Design Commission of the Saudi Ministry of Culture 
 
With the support of 
MAECI – Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
ITA – Italian Trade Agency 
 
Partner 
S.Bernardo  
Panerai 
 
Sponsor 
Acqua di Parma 
King Abdullah Financial District (KAFD) 
Lavazza  
 
 
 

https://webook.com/en/salon-del-mobile-2025


Exhibiting 
Companies 
Profiles



Alchymia 
The Alchymia payoff ‘The Science of Luxury’ encapsulates the essence of a philosophy that celebrates 
luxury as an absolute value, rooted in a timeless artistic heritage. Each project stems from the marriage 
of innovation and tradition, where attention to detail blends with a sartorial approach, engendering 
solutions that dress every environment with elegance and uniqueness. The art of decoration is 
expressed through shapes and materials capable of evoking emotions, reflecting an unmistakable 
style that goes beyond the boundaries of conventional design. 

Argenteria Schiavon 
Since its inception, the Schiavon brand has been renowned for premium aesthetic development, 
skilled workmanship and technological innovation. Over the years the company has evolved constantly, 
anticipating design trends with an international approach while maintaining its identity. Today, Schiavon 
is a dynamic company that adapts to market changes and customer needs, offering reliability and 
expertise. Its excellence extends to all corporate areas: expert marketing, luxury packaging, insured 
deliveries, excellent customer care, and rapid repair service. Schiavon is respected as a custodian of 
Italian silversmithing traditions. 

Arper 
Arper is a global design brand that envisions products for the ways we live. Family-owned and 
independently run, it is guided by strong values and a deep sensitivity to those who use its products. 
Arper approaches design as a dialogue that embraces change — across the world and as people 
evolve. Sustainability plays a central role at Arper. The company has developed three strategic pillars 
of sustainability — the wellbeing of people, the transition to a circular economy, and the reduction of 
environmental impact. 

Artemide 
Artemide, a historic leader in lighting, has always been synonymous with innovation and Made in Italy, 
and its products are seen internationally as contemporary design icons. Founded in 1959 by Ernesto 
Gismondi, Artemide combines knowledge and know-how with manufacturing units in Italy, and 
Hungary, a glass-works, and an R&D centre supported by prototype and test labs. Artemide collections 
provide a unique blend of values: the approach to human and responsible lighting is combined with the 
art of design and good manufacturing. 

Bonaldo 
Bonaldo is an Italian company with a worldwide reputation, best known for its ability to interpret 
contemporary living through a cosmopolitan vision while maintaining solid ties to its roots. Bonaldo 
creates collections for dining, living and night areas through design solutions that embrace both the 
residential and hospitality sectors. Each individual piece is created in Italy using modern technologies 
and top of the range materials. Each milestone bears witness to a process of constant transformation, 
in which research and expressiveness come together. 

Calligaris 
Founded in 1923 in Manzano, Italy, Calligaris is a global icon of contemporary furniture design. For over 
a century, the brand has blended Italian craftsmanship with innovation, creating elegant, functional, and 
versatile pieces that enrich modern living. Its collections span dining, living, bedroom, and accessories, 
offering modular and customisable solutions. Today, Calligaris is present in more than 100 countries. 
At the Salone del Mobile in Riyadh, Calligaris will proudly present its vision of living spaces that merge 
beauty, quality, and functionality. 



Cassina 
Founded in Meda in 1927, Cassina launched industrial design in Italy during the 1950s by taking a 
completely new approach that saw a shift from handcraftsmanship to mass production. The company 
has always had a pioneering attitude thanks to its commitment to research and innovation. Over the 
years, it has worked with important architects, designers and creatives to envision new forms. The 
‘Cassina Perspective’ expresses the company’s vision and values through an eclectic collection in 
which innovative products and icons come together. 

Citco 
Citco is an Italian luxury company renowned for its expertise in high-end marble design and production. 
Based in Verona, it transforms natural stone into extraordinary architectural and artistic works. Citco 
collaborates with some of the world’s most celebrated architects and designers, including Zaha Hadid, 
Jean Nouvel, and Anish Kapoor. The company’s collections showcase refined aesthetics, precision 
engineering, and the timeless beauty of marble. Citco’s philosophy is rooted in innovation and artistry. 
Through its dedication to quality and creativity, Citco has become a global symbol of contemporary 
elegance and excellence in marble design. 

Desiree 
Desiree has been Gruppo Euromobil’s soft furnishing brand since 1995. The company has been 
working in Italy, manufacturing sofas, armchairs, beds and complementary items in line with the “Home 
Soft Home” design philosophy. 

DGA 
Founded in 1989, DGA designs high-end LED lighting systems that merge sophisticated aesthetics 
with cutting-edge technology. Both custom and standard solutions elevate distinguished 
environments. Sustainability is central to every project: 100% Made in Italy production, a short supply 
chain, recyclable materials, and a focus on curbing environmental impact are what guide the design 
process. Each installation balances functionality, design, and responsibility, transforming light into a 
powerful medium that shapes evocative atmospheres and emotional experiences, in which form and 
technology converge in perfect harmony. 

Edra 
Edra produces sofas and armchairs, as well as chairs, beds, tables, storage and lamps. It was set up 
in Perignano, Tuscany, in 1987. Today Edra is recognised worldwide for its high quality 
products combining artistic tradition, innovation and exclusive, precious materials. 

Fantoni 
Founded in 1882, the Fantoni Group is a leading producer of office furniture, partition and storage walls, 
sound-absorbing systems, MDF and chipboard panels, and laminates. What makes Fantoni unique is 
its complete control of the production chain. This integrated approach ensures not only quality and 
sustainability — but, above all, flexibility. The Research Centre has been central to Fantoni’s 
development. Guided by architecture, research, and total design, Fantoni continues to be a benchmark 
for the sector, committed to creating products that enhance everyday environments. 

Florim 
With an innate passion for beauty and design, Florim has been producing ceramic surfaces for over 60 
years to meet the needs of construction, architecture, and interior design.  



Flos 
Founded in Merano, Italy, in 1962, Flos is recognised as a leading international-level manufacturer of 
top-end designer lights and innovative architectural lighting systems for every application. The 
company boasts an extensive catalogue of iconic lamps created by legendary names in the history of 
design such as Achille and Pier Giacomo Castiglioni, Tobia Scarpa, Philippe Starck, Antonio Citterio, 
Piero Lissoni, and many others. With its four product divisions — Decorative, Architectural, Outdoor and 
Bespoke — Flos offers a universe of fully integrated solutions. 

Foscarini 
A leading Italian company with a 40-year international presence in the lighting industry, Foscarini 
conceives, develops and produces decorative lamps: design objects that combine Italian 
craftsmanship with a continuous drive for innovation in materials and technologies, creating lighting 
concepts that transform spaces both when on and off. The Foscarini collection encompasses 
numerous families of lamps, varying in style, shape, and materials – including renowned contemporary 
lighting icons – resulting from partnerships with over 30 leading international designers and an ongoing 
exploration of materials and production methods. 

Gessi 
Gessi is an international benchmark brand, renowned for its ability to innovate in lifestyle and wellness. 
Since its inception, the company’s journey has been guided by innovation, research, and a deep-rooted 
connection to Italian culture and craftsmanship. Gessi has become a true ambassador of Made in Italy, 
redefining global standards of design and transforming every environment into an experience of luxury 
and wellbeing. Gessi reimagines the bathroom — the most intimate space in the home — turning it from 
a functional area into a place of private wellness. Deeply rooted in the Valsesia region, the company’s 
beating heart is Gessi Park. Gessi operates in more than 115 countries. 

Giorgetti 
Giorgetti, a historic Made in Italy brand founded in Meda in 1898, stands out for its excellence in quality, 
aesthetic innovation, and craftsmanship. Its exclusive and distinctive style is defined by timeless 
creations that shape a complete and harmonious interior design vision. From the domestic dimension 
to large-scale projects, Giorgetti combines tradition and creativity in every detail. In 2018, the 
acquisition of Battaglia, an expert design firm specializing in luxury hotels, fashion retail, and 
superyachts, expanded the brand’s international reach. Together, Giorgetti and Battaglia share the 
same values of exceptional artisanship and Italian creativity, establishing themselves as global 
references in high-end interior design. 

Guzzini & Fontana Projects 
The concept underlying the philosophy of GF Interiors is ‘Made with Love in Italy’, fuelled by passion for 
the selection of materials, care in craftsmanship, attention to detail and high technical capacity for a 
product with a marked sartorial value. The company is founded on cohesion, team spirit and respect 
for individual skills. Functionality and aesthetics, systems, products that fulfil the most varied storage 
needs, collections designed to meet every possible contemporary living need: these are some of the 
objectives that guide and orient the brand’s gaze. They also help the company to always project itself 
forwards, to offer the best of the future to customers. 



Henry Glass 
HenryGlass is an all-Italian company, deeply rooted in a region steeped in tradition and culture, nestled 
between Venice, the historic home of glass, and the inland landscape of Palladian villas 
For more than thirty years we have been reinterpreting the glass-making tradition with completely tailor-
made glass doors and systems, the perfect synthesis of production skills, craftsmanship, technique 
and aesthetics. 

Lapalma 
The company has been producing furniture for the home and for the contract sector or over forty years, 
securing prestigious national and international acclaim thanks to its consistent and constant pursuit of 
high-quality materials, workmanship and finishes. Over the years, the use of handcrafted materials and 
all-Italian production have guaranteed reliability, quality and customer care, features that are part of 
Lapalma's DNA. The company focuses on colour, warmth and handcrafted details while opening itself 
up to contract-home projects – alongside important contract ones. 

Lema 
Lema, one of the finest interpreters of Italian style, was set up in 1970 by the Meroni family, which 
continues to lead the company across four generations. Under the new artistic direction of A++, Lema 
has renewed its vision, strengthening its Casa and Contract divisions, working synergistically to come 
up with tailor-made solutions for every design need. A pioneer in modular and customisable systems, 
with iconic designs such as the renowned Armadio al Centimetro and the Selecta modular system, the 
Lema concept has evolved by embracing a vision of ‘design for living’, where elegance meets 
versatility. Its sophisticated furnishings ensure quality and customisation for private residences, hotels, 
and commercial spaces across the globe.  

Listone Giordano 
Listone Giordano is a leading Italian manufacturer of premium wood flooring, renowned for combining 
traditional craftsmanship with innovative design. The company collaborates with acclaimed designers 
including Piero Lissoni, Michele De Lucchi, Patricia Urquiola, and Marc Sadler, creating sophisticated 
parquet collections that celebrate the beauty of natural wood while incorporating cutting-edge 
technology and sustainability, making it a reference point for luxury flooring worldwide. 

Living Divani 
Living Divani embodies perfect proportions, discreet elegance, and understated luxury in the world of 
upholstered furniture. Founded in the 1970s as a family-run company, it has built its identity through a 
constant dialogue with the contemporary world. Since 1988, its collaboration with Piero Lissoni has 
defined a distinctive style based on balance, refinement, and formal purity. The Living Divani collection 
includes sofas, armchairs, and modular systems. The brand continues to expand its creative vision 
through the Living Divani Gallery in Milan. 

Loloey 
Loloey is a leading company in the design and production of custom-made carpets and rugs for the 
hospitality, marine, and residential sectors. Founded in Italy, the company combines a strong tradition 
of craftsmanship with innovative design and cutting-edge technology. Loloey delivers tailor-made 
solutions that merge creativity, quality, and functionality. Its collections are recognised for their 
versatility, distinctive style, and meticulous attention to detail. With a global presence and a portfolio of 
prestigious collaborations, Loloey stands out as a reliable partner for unique and durable flooring 
solutions. 



Minotti 
Minotti is an internationally recognised Italian company in the field of contemporary design. Founded 
by Alberto Minotti in Meda, Italy, in 1948, it is helmed by the current CEOs and second-generation 
Renato and Roberto Minotti together with the third generation. Minotti’s hallmark is its exquisite 
craftsmanship, expressed through indoor and outdoor upholstered pieces and furnishing accessories. 
The unique Minotti lifestyle is marketed across 80 countries, through an extensive network of flagship 
stores and authorised dealers worldwide. 

Molteni&C 
Molteni is the leading independent industrial group in the high-end furniture sector with an Italian-made 
production. As well as collaborations with the most prestigious international architectural firms and 
designers, the Group constantly invests in research and technological innovation, giving its products 
an intrinsic quality that lasts the test of time. Founded in 1934 as an artisan workshop by Angelo and 
Giuseppina Molteni, in the 50s the company mutates its DNA and inaugurates the successful era of 
industrial design. Today Molteni Group is present in over 100 countries, with more than 700 stores. 

Nardi 
Nardi produces designer furniture for outdoor spaces, designed to ensure the utmost comfort and 
relaxation in the open air. The main materials used by the company are polypropylene, aluminium and 
post-consumer plastic, chosen because they are fully recyclable and ideal for outdoor use. Available in 
attractive and carefully researched colours, they are matched with synthetic fabrics and a wide range 
of cushions to provide outdoor furnishing solutions that meet all needs in the home and in the contract 
sector. They stand out for their unique design, focus on ergonomics and durability. 

Natuzzi Italia 
Founded in 1959 by Pasquale Natuzzi, Natuzzi is one of the leading global players in the furniture 
industry. The company designs, produces, and markets total home solutions and serves the global 
market with a worldwide retail network of 630 mono-brand stores and 600 galleries (as of 31.12.2024). 
Natuzzi products are the embodiment of Italian design and craftmanship, expressing the Made in Italy 
tradition at its best. Natuzzi S.p.A. has been listed on the New York Stock Exchange since 13th May 1993. 

Officina della Scala 
Officina della Scala stands out for their unique ability to combine creativity, customisation and executive 
project management in every detail, offering customers original forms, materials and innovative 
production techniques. Their strength lies in transferring value in each phase of the project in order to 
allow customers to live their dreams and be happy. 

Pinetti 
Pinetti is a premier Italian brand manufacturing luxury accessories as well as bespoke and limited 
collections handcrafted from the finest Italian leathers. Pinetti's quintessential design is down to the 
long-standing experience of its in-house design team that has led over the years to an evolving 
extensive offering encompassing collections of living, bathroom, office and outdoor products. Founded 
in 1983, today Pinetti is undoubtedly the number one destination for top interior designers and 
architects sourcing unique accessories for yachts, luxury apartments and villas, and 5-star hotels. 
Pinetti's artisanal soul and masterful craftsmanship imbues its entire collection, making each product 
unique and truly one of a kind. 



Poliform 
Founded in 1970 in Brianza, Italy, Poliform is a leading global contemporary furniture and interior design 
brand. Rooted in a tradition of fine craftsmanship, the company combines industrial innovation with 
timeless elegance, offering complete solutions for every area of the home — from kitchens and 
wardrobes to sofas and outdoor collections. Guided by a strong family tradition and collaborations with 
world-renowned designers, Poliform embodies the excellence of Italian design and quality. With a 
presence in over 90 countries and a network of flagship stores worldwide, Poliform continues to 
interpret the evolution of modern living through creativity, sustainability, and technological innovation, 
making each project a unique expression of a refined lifestyle and enduring value. 

Poltrona Frau 
Poltrona Frau is a leader in high-end furniture, and a global spokesman for the values associated with 
the design and production of Italian-made goods. Founded in 1912, Poltrona Frau has devoted over a 
century of life and culture to leather, the brand's chosen material. The brand stands out for its savoir-
faire and the intelligence of its workmanship. It values artistic aptitude and meticulous craftmanship, 
using only the highest-quality raw materials, such as Pelle Frau® leather, which makes it the ideal go-
to for high-end furniture for the home and office. The brand is split into three divisions: Home & Office, 
Custom Interiors, and Interiors in Motion.  

Porro 
Founded in 1925 in Brianza, Porro has been a benchmark of international design for a century, blending 
artisanal tradition with technological innovation. Under the art direction of Piero Lissoni since 1989 and 
in collaboration with world-renowned designers, the company has carved out a unique identity defined 
by pure lines, harmonious proportions, and meticulous attention to detail, in which light and materials 
enhance every setting. Rooted in a culture of excellent Made in Italy production, Porro translates 
craftsmanship into contemporary elegance.  

Rugiano 
Rugiano embodies timeless elegance and authentic Italian craftsmanship. Each creation is born of the 
marriage of architectural vision and artisanal mastery. Every piece reflects a balance between matter 
and imagination, functionality and beauty. Attention to detail, tailor-made finishes, and innovative 
combinations define a distinctive aesthetic that transcends trends. Entirely conceived and crafted in-
house, Rugiano’s furnishings unite technique and artistry. The same philosophy extends to the 
Contract division, which designs exclusive villas, residences, and hotels worldwide, ensuring aesthetic 
coherence and personalized luxury. 

Technogym 
Founded in 1983 by Nerio Alessandri, Technogym is a world leader in digital solutions and fitness, sport, 
health, and wellness products. The company offers an integrated ecosystem powered by artificial 
intelligence. Today, Technogym operates in more than 100 countries with over 2,500 employees. Every 
day, 70 million people train with Technogym across 100,000 wellness centres and 500,000 private 
homes worldwide. Technogym has been chosen as the Official Supplier to the last 10 editions of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. 



Venini 
Founded in 1921 by Paolo Venini, a Milanese lawyer, and Giacomo Cappellin, a Venetian antiques 
dealer, Venini S.p.A. (then Cappellin, Venini & C.) would become a model of excellence in the world of 
artistic glass, laying the foundations for a stylistic identity that still distinguishes it today. The forms and 
style of the original artistic production are thus continuously refreshed. With its iconic projects and new 
creations, the glassworks present its works in two collections: Art Glass, which brings together a series 
of extraordinary sculptural vases and objects for interior decoration, and Art Light, which features 
chandeliers and significant lighting installations for large public or private spaces. 

Villari 
Villari is an Italian luxury brand established in Solagna, Vicenza, in 1967. The company specialises in 
high-end home décor, lighting, bathroom accessories, home fragrances, and jewellery, crafted with 
exceptional attention to detail and premium materials. Combining timeless elegance with 
contemporary design, Villari delivers bespoke solutions for interior designers, architects, and luxury 
retailers worldwide. With a strong presence in prestigious international markets, the brand partners 
with professionals to create distinctive, refined environments that embody the excellence of Italian 
craftsmanship. 

Visionnaire 
From Italian craftsmanship to contemporary global lifestyle, Visionnaire redefines the art of living. A true 
icon of unique design, the brand works with a network of selected ateliers to create one-of-a-kind 
statement pieces and extraordinary bespoke solutions that stand the test of time, just like works of art. 
In every piece, craftsmanship is celebrated as one of the highest expressions of human creativity, 
bridging memory and innovation, and further embodied by the company’s support of and collaboration 
with over forty specialised ateliers across Italy, following a distributed manufacturing model.  Today, the 
brand operates on a global scale, with flagship stores in major design capitals.  



Products 
on display



01 
Alchymia  
Forest Rain – Wall Decor 
Alchymia  
Forest Rain wall decor distills the purity of matter through precious materials and the fluid rhythm of its 
sinuous pattern. Sculpted lines and elegant reflections echo the flowing essence of the design, 
unfolding across a mother-of-pearl resin surface.  
www.alchymia.srl  
Forest Rain  

02 
Argenteria Schiavon  
Decò – Cutlery 
Argenteria Schiavon 
Schiavon cutlery sets are proposed in silver and silver-plated version and have been created to 
superbly shine on the most elegant table settings as well as be used on a daily basis. The sets offer a 
harmonious design, are highly resistant and easy to use. You can choose from a wide range of styles 
with decorations resulting from superior craftmanship. 
www.schiavon.it  
Decò 

03 
Arper 
Catifa Carta – Chair 
Lievore Altherr Molina 
Catifa Carta is the evolution of the iconic Catifa 53, created thanks to the use of an innovative material, 
PaperShell, made of kraft paper sheets and a 100% biogenic binder. 
www.arper.com 
Catifa Carta  

04 
Artemide 
Criosfera – Lamp 
Giulia Foscari, UNA/UNLESS 
Criosfera is a synthesis of optical, material and scientific knowledge which translates into a manifesto 
of values between the present and the future. The external blown glass cylinder is the structure inside 
which the optoelectronic engine disappears without visible shadows.  
www.artemide.com  
Criosfera  

05 
Bonaldo 
Flatiron – Table  
Mauro Lipparini 
The unconventional and asymmetrical architecture of the Flatiron table defines its identity, creating a 
scenic presence with a strong visual impact. 
www.bonaldo.com  
Flatiron  

http://www.alchymia.srl/
https://www.alchymia.srl/forest-rain/
http://www.schiavon.it/
https://www.schiavon.it/en/collections/silver-arg/cutlery-poa.php
http://www.arper.com/
https://www.arper.com/en_GB/collections/catifa-carta.html
http://www.artemide.com/
https://www.artemide.com/en/subfamily/4746462/criosfera
http://www.bonaldo.com/
https://www.bonaldo.com/en/product/wooden-design-flatiron-table


 

06 
Calligaris 
Orbital – Table 
Pininfarina 
Orbital table presents a sleek design with automatic extension mechanism and elegance and 
functionality for sophisticated spaces. 
www.calligaris.com 
Orbital  
 
07 
Cassina 
4 Chaise longue à réglage continu, 60 – Armchair 
Le Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret, Charlotte Perriand 
Cassina celebrates 60 years of production of this iconic collection with special editions available in 
ton-sur-ton variants in green, blue and red. 
www.cassina.com  
4 Chaise longue à réglage continu, 60 
 
08 
Citco 
Mercuric – Table 
Zaha Hadid 
The Mercuric tables, designed by Zaha Hadid Architects for Citco, are part of a refined limited edition 
that blends art, design, and innovation. Crafted from white Quartz, a material of exceptional purity and 
brightness, the tables feature fluid, organic shapes that evoke forms sculpted by water.  
www.citco.it  
Mercuric  
 
09 
Desiree 
Kara – Armchair 
Marc Sadler 
The clean and formal design of the Kara armchair offers limitless comfort, with a luxurious 120 degrees 
swivel base. Soft, leather cushions enclosed in a protective, wooden shell for a warm and natural 
appeal.  
www.desiree.com  
Kara  
 
10 
DGA 
Ted – Scenographic bollard 
Valerio Sommella & Anonima Luci 
Ted is a scenographic bollard for outdoor use with versatile and harmonious lighting, and modular 
configurations that enhance paths and green spaces. 
www.dga.it  
Ted 
 
 
 
 

http://www.calligaris.com/
https://www.calligaris.com/MEA/en/products/tables/cs4145-s-165-orbital?c=CS4145-S%2520165_CS4145011GTG01501500000
http://www.cassina.com/
https://www.cassina.com/ww/en/products/lc4-chaise-longue-reglage-continu-60.html#004-lc4-chaise-longue-reglage-continu-60_296793
https://www.citco.it/it/limited-editions/zaha-hadid
http://www.desiree.com/
https://www.desiree.com/en/products/armchairs/kara
http://www.dga.it/
https://www.dga.it/en/product/ted


 

11 
Edra 
On the rocks – Sofa 
Francesco Binfaré 
On the rock sofa, without rigid structure, feautres four independent seats and two movable backrests 
for endless configurations, crafted from an exclusive blend of Gellyfoam® and other foams.  
www.edra.com/en/home  
On the rocks 
 
12 
Fantoni 
4akustik – Sound-absorbent system 
Fantoni Research Centre 
A sound-absorbent system comprising melamine-faced or veneered MDF slats which contributes 
toward satisfying prerequisites and credits under LEED®. 
www.fantoni.it  
4akustik  
 
13 
Florim 
Iconic Life – Ceramic surfaces 
Florim Ceramiche  
Amber tones alternate across the surface, a warm and enveloping color palette interacts with the 
light, enhancing the soft and undulating texture, rich in intertwining veins that create an elegant 
graphic interplay. 
www.florim.com 
Iconic Life 
 
14 
Flos 
Taraxacum 88 – Suspension Lamp 
Achille Castiglioni 
A poetic and ethereal pendant lamp created by Italian design master Achille Castiglioni and composed 
of equilateral triangles in polished aluminum, housing 60 or 120 light bulbs for a striking visual effect. 
www.flos.com   
Taraxacum 88  
  
15 
Foscarini 
Spokes – Suspension lamp 
Garcia, Cumini 
Mesmerising and hypnotic, the Spokes collection stands out for its light-weight volumes capable of 
mesmerising with a graphic game of blocks and voids casting a kaleidoscope of lights and shadows 
into space. It is a suspension lamp that takes centre stage either alone or in compositions of various 
shapes and colours. 
www.foscarini.com  
Spokes 
 
 
 

http://www.edra.com/en/home
https://www.edra.com/en/product/OnTheRocks/On-the-Rocks
http://www.fantoni.it/
https://www.fantoni.it/sound-absorbing-systems/4akustik/?lang=en
http://www.florim.com/
https://www.florim.com/it/prodotti/tutte-le-collezioni/iconic-life
http://www.flos.com/
https://professional.flos.com/en/global/model/taraxacum-88-suspension-model370/
http://www.foscarini.com/
https://www.foscarini.com/en/product-category/concetto-en/spokes-concetto-en/


 

16 
Gessi 
Perle – Mixer and washbasin 
Gessi 
An expression of Gessi’s Haute Culture, Perle stems from the encounter between art and 
craftsmanship. The handcrafted Murano glass sphere reflects light with measured harmony on the 
countertop. 
www.gessi.com  
Perle  
 
17 
Giorgetti 
Move – Armchair 
Rossella Pugliatti 
Made from 31 hand-lacquered solid ash pieces and velvet upholstery, the limited Move rocking chair 
unites form, comfort, and timeless craftsmanship. 
www.giorgetti.eu  
Move  
 
18 
Guzzini & Fontana Projects 
Naked – Island 
Mama Studio and Giuseppe D’Ecclesia 
Inspired by the Naked system, this double-sided island echoes its elegant aluminium side panels, 
here featured in a sophisticated bronze finish. The composition includes a double module with an 
open compartment at the bottom, two suspended drawers with push-to-open mechanism, and a 
glass top. 
www.guzziniefontana.it  
Naked  
 
19 
Henry Glass 
Manhattan – Sliding glass door 
Nicola Gallizia 
Sliding framed glass door, glass thickness 10 millimetres. The door is embellished with aluminium 
profiles from the Grid collection and Mosaico decoration on transparent glass, composed of Tundra, 
Heritage Brown and Thai 02 decorations. 
www.henryglass.it  
Manhattan  
 
20 
Lapalma 
PLUS v-shape – Sea-ng system 
Francesco Rota 
A modular seating system now also includes curved elements with a backrest and seat that let you 
create new and sinuous shapes, perfect for large spaces and private interiors. 
www.lapalma.it    
PLUS v-shape  
 
 

http://www.gessi.com/
https://www.gessi.com/en/haute-culture/perle
http://www.giorgetti.eu/
https://www.giorgettimeda.com/ww/en/products/armchairs/move
http://www.guzziniefontana.it/
https://guzziniefontana.it/prodotti/isole/naked-isola/
http://www.henryglass.it/
https://henryglassdoors.com/manhattan-line-external-wall-sliding-door/
http://www.lapalma.it/
https://www.lapalma.it/en/families/plus/v_shape_D246


 

21 
Lema 
Alton – Armchair 
David Lopez Quincoces   
David Lopez Quincoces’ Alton armchair has a bold, sculptural quality created by its semi-circular 
metal structure, which accommodates the clean lines of the backrest, made by hand from over 200 
metres of aged natural hide cord.  
www.lemamobili.com  
Alton 
 
22 
Listone Giordano 
Nui – Wood floring 
Piero Lissoni 
Nui is the Listone Giordano floor that reimagines the art of jointing, blending essential design, natural 
balance, and innovation. 
www.listonegiordano.com  
Nui 
 
23 
Living Divani  
Frog – Armchair 
Piero Lissoni 
A light and effortless presence: Frog, by Piero Lissoni, balances visual lightness with genuine 
comfort. 
www.livingdivani.it  
Frog  
 
24 
Loloey 
Rodinia, Gaia Collection – Rug  
Loloey 
Rodinia from Loloey’s Gaia collection is a hand-tufted rug with curvilinear patterns and raised details 
evoking landscapes, abysses, and frozen seas. 
www.loloey.com 
Rodinia, Gaia Collection  
 
25 
Minotti 
Kendall – Armchair 
GamFratesi 
The Kendall armchair blends a compact outer shell – which also designs its armrests – with soft inner 
cushioning. 
www.minotti.com 
Kendall  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lemamobili.com/
https://www.lemamobili.com/int/alton
http://www.listonegiordano.com/
https://www.listonegiordano.com/en/wood-flooring/natural-genius/woodfloor-nui/
http://www.livingdivani.it/
https://www.livingdivani.it/en/products/armchairs-and-chairs/frog/
http://www.loloey.com/
https://www.loloey.com/en/login-area/?redirect_to=%2Fen%2Fcollezioni-2%2Fgaia%2F
http://www.minotti.com/
https://www.minotti.com/en/kendall


 

26 
Molteni&C 
D.154.2 – Armchair 
Gio Ponti 
Gio Ponti's D.154.2 encapsulates Ponti's architectural brilliance and ebullient spirit with its enveloping 
and sinuous profile that inspires both admiration and comfort. It was designed for one of the projects 
closest to Gio Ponti’s heart, the villa of the Planchart collectors in Caracas (1953-1957). 
www.molteni.it  
D.154.2  
 
27 
Nardi 
Plano – Sun lounger 
Raffaello Galiotto 
A sun lounger featuring clean matched with a wide, comfortable surface area. The backrest has four 
position adjustment until completely flat. 
www.nardioutdoor.com  
Plano  
 
28 
Natuzzi Italia 
Uragano – Table 
Natuzzi Design Center 
Sculptural table Uragano, crafted in fine olive wood, celebrates Apulian heritage with dynamic lines and 
unique hand-finished details. 
www.natuzzi.com  
Uragano  
 
29 
Officina della Scala 
Asteroid – Console 
Giò Pozzi 
A console table sculpted by the skilled artisans of Officina della Scala: the sculptural base is crafted in 
bronze using the lost-wax casting technique in a furnace at 1180 degrees, while the top is in Patagonia 
quartzite. 
www.odsofficinadellascala.it  
Asteroid 
 
30 
Pinetti 
Chelsea Folding – Table 
Pinetti Studio – Antonio De Marco  
Chelsea folding table is made of walnut wood and carry two removable trays, in exquisite Italian leather.    
www.pinetti.it  
Chelsea Folding  
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.molteni.it/
https://molteni.it/en/product/d1542?utm_source=Fair&utm_medium=QRCode&utm_campaign=RIYADHDW2025
http://www.nardioutdoor.com/
https://www.nardioutdoor.com/en/prodotti/lettini/plano_207_402.htm
http://www.natuzzi.com/
https://www.natuzzi.com/sa/en/shop/natuzzi-italia/na-tables-tables/uragano-q125-c
http://www.odsofficinadellascala.it/
https://www.odsofficinadellascala.it/portfolio/asteroid-console-2023/
http://www.pinetti.it/
https://shop.pinetti.it/products/chelsea-folding-table


 

31 
Poliform 
Owen – Armchair 
Jean-Marie Massaud 
Owen, designed by Massaud, is an armchair with enveloping shapes and solid architecture for a 
sculptural design balancing classic and modern. 
www.poliform.com 
Owen  
 
32 
Poltrona Frau 
Isidoro Ultime Notizie – Trunk-drinks cabinet 
Poltrona Frau x Fornasetti 
The Isidoro trunk-drinks cabinet, created in conjunction with Fornasetti, is an example of contemporary 
luxury by Poltrona Frau. Made of wood, completely by hand, it has refined walnut-color finishes, while 
the internal and external parts are covered in fine Pelle Frau® Leather printed with the “Ultime Notizie” 
decoration.  
www.poltronafrau.com  
Isidoro Ultime Notizie  
 
33 
Porro 
Ferro – Table 
Piero Lissoni 
Matter and purity: Piero Lissoni’s Ferro table blends form and substance in an essential, timeless 
sculpture. 
www.porro.com 
Ferro 
 
34 
Rugiano 
Abbraccio – Armchair 
Domenico De Palo 
The Abbraccio armchair powerfully and softly interprets the aesthetic language of the collection 
through bold volumes and sculptural curves. The armrests and backrest intertwine in a play of 
overlapping layers, creating an embracing structure that welcomes the body with sculptural presence. 
www.rugiano.com  
Abbraccio 
 
35 
Technogym 
Unica – Multifunctional gym 
Gaia Passeri, Centro Stile Technogym 
Unica is the most compact multifunctional gym in its class, requiring only 1.5 square meters to deliver 
a complete strength and toning workout. Designed with refined Italian aesthetics and advanced 
biomechanics, it offers over 25 exercises for all major muscle groups. 
www.technogym.com  
Unica 
 
 

http://www.poliform.com/
https://www.poliform.it/en/products/owen/
http://www.poltronafrau.com/
https://www.poltronafrau.com/ww/en/products/isidoro-ultime-notizie-trunk.html
http://www.porro.com/
https://www.porro.com/en/products/collections/tables/ferro/30/
http://www.rugiano.com/
https://www.rugiano.com/it/prodotti/indoor/poltrone/poltrona-abbraccio
http://www.technogym.com/
https://www.technogym.com/product/unica_M310.html


 

36 
Venini 
Poliedri 951.34 – Chandelier 
Venini 
The Poliedri, first designed in 1958, are blown-glass modules that allow the creation of chandeliers in 
a variety of shapes and sizes. 
www.venini.com  
Poliedri 951.34  
 
37 
Villari 
Poppy – Chandelier 
Villari  
A suspended bloom: Poppy blends porcelain and Murano glass in a dance of light and floral poetry. 
www.villari.it      
Poppy  
 
38 
Visionnaire 
Pavone – Armchair 
Marc Ange 
Armchair in leather or fabric with brass shell inspired by a peacock, padded seat, and chrome base. 
Metal parts in selected finishes. 
www.visionnaire-home.com  
Pavone  
 

http://www.venini.com/
https://www.venini.com/it_it/poliedri-fp395134000x0b
http://www.villari.it/
https://villari.it/collections/lighting-chandeliers
http://www.visionnaire-home.com/
https://www.visionnaire-home.com/products/armchairs/pavone-armchair_1105


Public 
Program



Public Program 
Curated by Annalisa Rosso, Editorial Director and Cultural Events Advisor, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
In collaboration with the Architecture and Design Commission at the Saudi Arabia Ministry of Culture 

Where & When 
King Abdullah Financial District (KAFD) – Financial Plaza, Riyadh 
26th − 28th November 2025 
Admission prior registration on Webook 

Wednesday 26th November 

Opening Conversation 
4:15 − 5:00 pm, in English 
Shaping the Future of Design: Milan meets Riyadh 

Maria Porro, President Salone del Mobile.Milano  
HH Nawaf Bin Ayyaf, CEO of the Architecture and Design Commission at the Saudi Arabia Ministry of 
Culture 
Moderator Tumi Makgabo, Founder and Director, AfricaWorldwide Media 

A conversation between two leading figures on the international design scene on how leadership, 
cultural vision, and institutional strategy can guide the evolution of design today. At its heart lies the 
ambition to build a meaningful bridge between Italy and Saudi Arabia — a dialogue in which knowledge, 
creativity, and values mingle to inspire mutual growth. Touching on cultural strategy, education, and 
research, the discussion will explore how design generates social and economic value while nurturing 
collaboration and cultural diplomacy. A reflection on design as a shared language shaping identities, 
institutions, and futures. 

Key topics: cultural strategy, education and research, design as a driver of economic and social value, 
international dialogue between Italy and Saudi Arabia. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: strengthening the design ecosystem, empowering creative industries, 
building bridges between international and Saudi design culture, promoting cultural diplomacy. 

Panel Discussion 
5:30 – 6:30 pm, in English 
Urban Design between Identity, Community and Social Innovation 

Lulu Almana, Landscape Architect 
Eli Synnevåg Director of Acquisition Middle East and Senior Architect, Snøhetta 
Hind Alessa, Architect and Designer for Social Innovation 
Moderator Razmig Bedirian, Art and Culture Writer, The National  

Public space is more than the void between buildings: it is the everyday stage for collective life, a place 
where relationships are activated, identity is reflected, and a sense of belonging is built. At a time when 
Saudi Arabia is investing heavily in culture, community, and urban quality, this discussion will explore 
how public space design can become a tool for social innovation, intercultural dialogue, and 
international appeal. Visionary architects and local practices will exchange views on inclusivity, 
accessibility, and context-driven design, envisioning the city as a dynamic organism — a living, open 
place where culture, form, and community coexist in meaningful balance. 

https://webook.com/en/salon-del-mobile-2025


 

 
Key topics: inclusion and accessibility; participatory architecture; urban activation; cultural landscape; 
new civic focal points; design for dynamic communities. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: strengthening national identity and community well-being; enhancing 
public space as a lever for cohesion and culture; liveable, attractive cities for residents, creatives, and 
visitors. 
 
Masterclass 
6:50 – 7:35 pm, in English 
Urban Scenographies: Architecture, Culture and the Art of Public Space 
 
Florian Boje, CEO and Co-Founder, Studio Giò Forma 
Moderator Christele Harrouk, Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 
 
The creative collective Giò Forma explores the transformative potential of architecture and 
scenography in redefining the experience of public space. Florian Boje, CEO and Founder of the studio 
walks us through installations, light, and theatrical interventions of their work, investigating how spatial 
narratives can construct identity, foster cultural engagement, and enhance the architectural 
experience of the city. By merging design, art, and performance, Giò Forma reveals the city as an 
evolving stage where architecture becomes both medium and message. These interventions activate 
new forms of social interaction, turning urban environments into immersive, emotionally resonant 
landscapes. 
 
Key topics: Emotional design, architectural interventions, public space activation, culture and 
community, immersive installations.  
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: Leveraging architecture and culture as catalysts for social transformation, 
urban activation, and cultural tourism. 
 
Panel Discussion 
7:45 – 8:45 pm, in English 
Environmentally Conscious Design in Extreme Climates 
 
Mario Cucinella, Architect and Founder of MCA — Mario Cucinella Architects 
Abdulrahman Gazzas, Partner and Director, Bricklab 
Al.Motasem B. Attiyah, Architect & Urbanist, CEO Clear Holding Co.  
Moderator Tumi Makgabo, Founder and Director, AfricaWorldwide Media 
 
In an era marked by increasingly radical climate change, designing for extreme conditions is no longer 
an exception but a global necessity. This discussion institutes a dialogue between Italian ingenuity and 
Saudi momentum: Mario Cucinella — renowned for bioclimatic architecture that reconciles technology, 
climate, and human comfort — meets Bricklab, whose Saudi practice reimagines local materials and 
develops conceptual framework around the duality between nature and culture. Together they will 
explore passive strategies, low-tech/high-impact solutions, and urban adaptation rooted in cultural 
sustainability. Framed by the Kingdom’s drive for sustainable development and thriving urban life, the 
conversation will propose architecture that does more than endure heat and scarcity: it transforms 
constraint into resource, shaping places that are inclusive, beautiful, and profoundly attuned to context. 
 
Key topics: bioclimatic architecture; local materials; passive strategies; urban adaptation; cultural 
sustainability; resilient housing; low-tech/high-impact. 



 

In line with Saudi Vision 2030: promoting quality of life and urban livability; environmental responsibility 
and sustainable regeneration; architectural innovation and leadership in extreme climates. 
 
Thursday 27th November  
 
Masterclass  
4:15 – 5:00 pm in English 
Architecture of Renewal: Reimagining the Future of the Built Environment 
 
Noura Ghabra, Assistant Professor in Architecture King AbdulAziz University, Consultant in 
Sustainable Architecture and Cultural Heritage 
Moderator Christele Harrouk, Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 
 
A city without hierarchy – a living organism shaped by light, air, the rhythm of nature, and patterns of 
authentic use. The Saudi architecture reimagines how humanity can inhabit the future by reflecting on 
the past: an ecosystem where culture, prosperity, and emotion intertwine. This masterclass invites us 
to look beyond architecture as construction and see it as foresight – a way to anticipate transformation, 
to craft cities and buildings that breathe, regenerate, and inspire. It is a journey into the poetic and 
technological heart of tomorrow’s built environment, where innovation serves identity and every space 
becomes a vision of balance between humans and the planet. 
 
Key topics: Embedding Saudi heritage, landscape, and values within futuristic design, sustainability 
and technology as human instruments. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: Building a modern Saudi identity through spaces that connect past and 
future. 
 
Panel Discussion 
5:15 – 6:15 pm, in English 
Reinventing Hospitality: Design, Landscape and New Forms of Guest Experience 
 
Êtienne Tricaud, Architect, Urban Planner and Engineer 
Abdullah Alazzaz, Creative Director, Azaz Architects 
Moderator Zen Bahar, Editor, Commercial Interior Design 
 
At the heart of the touristic and cultural transformation promoted by Saudi Vision 2030, hospitality 
becomes a key realm for rethinking the country’s identity. Drawing on work across the Kingdom, the 
speakers will examine landscape integration as a design driver – shaping boutique destinations rooted 
in local identity yet globally resonant. The discussion will address sustainable materials, low-impact 
construction, and climate-savvy detailing that deliver cultural comfort and long-term value and 
wellbeing. Extending beyond resorts, the session will consider residential compounds and commercial 
mixed-use districts where hospitality principles – welcome, service, experience – inform homes, retail, 
and workplaces. Case studies will highlight intimate scales, resilient infrastructure, and public-realm 
strategies that connect guests, residents, and citizens to the Kingdom’s landscape heritage. 
 
Key topics: luxury & heritage; landscape integration; boutique hospitality; local identity and global 
design; sustainable materials; cultural comfort. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: development of high-end tourism; enhancement of landscape heritage; 
creation of immersive, authentic experiences for visitors and citizens.  
 
 



 

Masterclass 
6:45 – 7:30 pm, in English 
Speaking of Places: Imagination, Product and Interiors as one Language 
 
Piero Lissoni, Architect, Designer and Art Director, Lissoni&Partners 
Moderator Christele Harrouk, Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 
 
This masterclass will look at design starting from the human scale – how objects, rooms, and buildings 
feel to the people who use them. Piero Lissoni will show how graphics, product design, interiors, and 
architecture can work together as a single language that “speaks” with places: their light, materials, 
and everyday rituals. Drawing on the strength of Italian industrial design – attention to detail, quality 
manufacturing, and smart innovation – it will explore how these values can connect with the energy and 
ambitions of today’s Saudi Arabia. The session will move from the small to the large: from a chair that 
sets the tone of a room, to interior layouts that guide behaviour, to architecture that creates welcoming 
neighbourhoods and memorable hospitality. The goal is practical design that improves daily life, our 
ability to speak with places and honour our identity. 
 
Key points: human-centred urban development, economic diversification and creative industries. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: creation of liveable and sustainable cities, tools for designing 
environments that improve everyday well-being and strengthen local cultural identity. 
 
Panel Discussion 
7:45 – 8:45 pm, in English 
Evolving Living: Canvassing the Future Habitat 
 
Nebras Aljoaib, Interior Designer, Founder Nebras Aljoaib Creative Studio 
Roberto Palomba, Architect and Designer, Co-Founder Palomba Serafini Associati studio  
Nawaf Al-Nassar, Interior Designer, Founder 3njeddah 
Moderator Razmig Bedirian, Art and Culture Writer, The National 
 
As Saudi Arabia undergoes profound cultural and social transformation under Vision 2030, the concept 
of “home” is being redefined. Living spaces are no longer merely functional environments – they are 
becoming expressions of identity, comfort, innovation, and community. The round table will explore 
how homes in the Kingdom are evolving today, reflecting new lifestyles, values, and aspirations. This 
transformation also opens a dialogue with Italian design in particular, whose ability to merge heritage, 
craftsmanship, and innovation has made it a reference point for the world. Italian design has long 
embodied a balance between aesthetics and function, tradition and experimentation – principles that 
resonate deeply with Saudi Arabia’s current quest to create homes that embrace the future while 
honouring cultural roots. 
 
Key points: quality of life enhancement, cultural heritage and modernization.  
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: improving the quality of life of Saudi citizens through innovative solutions 
that promote well-being, comfort and functionality adapted to contemporary lifestyles.  
 
Presentation 
9:00 – 9:30 pm, in English  
9th Edition of Italian Design Day in Riyadh 
Inequalities. Design for a Better Life 
In collaboration with the Embassy of Italy in Riyadh 
 



 

Carlo Baldocci, Italian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Maria Porro, President Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Introduction Christele Harrouk, Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 
 
Italian Design Day is an initiative created by MAECI in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, with the 
aim of involving and valorising key figures from both the public and private sectors who embody the 
excellence of Italian design and the business world. Italian Design Day has generated more than 1,000 
events around the world, involving designers, architects, entrepreneurs, academics and specialist 
journalists, working to promote innovation, industry and high-quality Italian craftsmanship. These 
talents interacted with the creative, academic and business communities of the host countries, helping 
to disseminate the beauty and excellence of Italian design. For 2025, the chosen representative for 
the 9th edition of Italian Design Day in Saudi Arabia is Maria Porro, President of the Salone del Mobile, 
whose speech will set out her vision of the role of Design in contemporary society and, in particular, in 
reducing the impact of inequalities on the wellbeing of individuals in everyday life. 
 
Friday 28th November 
 
Panel Discussion 
4:15 – 5:15 pm, in English 
Next Gen Saudi: Empowering Young Designers 
 
Marva Griffin Wilshire, Founder and Curator SaloneSatellite and Ambassador of International 
Relations, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
HRH Princess Noura Alfaisal, Founder Adhlal, CEO Art of Heritage 
Shahira Fahmy, Principal and Founder of Shahira Fahmy Architects 
Samer Yamani, Design Curator and Creative Director, Founder Creative Dialogue 
Moderator Zen Bahar, Editor, Commercial Interior Design 
 
Saudi Arabia’s future is being built today – including through the ideas and intuitions of a new generation 
of designers. In a country investing in education, culture, and creativity, this discussion will give voice 
to mentors and institutions of young Saudi and MENA designers who are redefining design language 
through multidisciplinary, sustainable approaches rooted in their cultural identity. The conversation will 
also resonate with the enduring legacy of SaloneSatellite, which for over twenty-five years has been a 
global platform nurturing young creativity and shaping the careers of generations of designers 
worldwide. A cross-cutting, inspirational, and deeply contemporary dialogue celebrating creative 
empowerment and opening new avenues of exchange between Saudi Arabia, Italy and the 
international design community. 
 
Key topics: mentorship and talent; emerging design cultures; creative entrepreneurship; local identity 
and global languages; education and internationalization. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: promoting youth employment and human capital development; investing 
in education, innovation, and creativity; positioning young people as central actors in cultural 
transformation. 
 
Masterclass  
5:30 – 6:15 pm, in English 
The Living City: Designing the Public Realm as Regenerative Infrastructure 
 
Jonathon Clokie, Head of Landscape Architecture, Omrania 
Moderator Christele Harrouk, Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 



 

 
As cities evolve, architecture and landscape are converging into a single living framework. This talk 
explores how civic infrastructure can serve as both cultural foundation and ecological system, shaping 
climate, community, and identity. Drawing on several national projects inspired by Saudi Arabia’s Vision 
2030, Jon Clokie, Director of Landscape Architecture at Omrania, reflects on design as a regenerative 
act that heals land, restores continuity, and invites collective belonging. From large-scale planning to 
human-scale experience, the discussion reveals how infrastructure can move beyond sustainability 
toward renewal, transforming urban growth into a process that gives back more than it takes. By 
aligning design intelligence with natural intelligence, the public realm becomes not just the setting of 
civic life but the living system that sustains it. 
 
Key topics: convergence of architecture and landscape; civic infrastructure as cultural and ecological 
foundation; regenerative design and land healing. 
In line with Saudi Vision 2030: culture and identity, environmental sustainability, smart cities. 
 
Panel Discussion 
6:45 – 7:30 pm, in English 
From Heritage to AI: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Italian Design 
In collaboration with the Embassy of Italy in Riyadh 
 
Francesco Zurlo, Dean of School of Design, Politecnico di Milano  
Randa A. Mahmoud, Dean of the College of Architecture and Design, Prince Sultan University 
Eiman Yahya Kurdi, Director of Continuing Education, Royal Institute of Traditional Arts 
Sergio Nava, Director of Education and Global Scientific Director of Design, Istituto Marangoni Milano 
Design 
Moderator Silvia Mazzetto, Associate Professor at the College of Architecture and Design, Prince 
Sultan University 
 
Italian design has always stood out for its ability to combine creativity, technological research and 
manufacturing excellence, generating objects, environments and services that have marked the 
history of international design. From furniture to sports cars, from fashion to food, Italian design culture 
has been able to combine experimentation and quality, redefining languages and functions. Similarly, 
Saudi Arabia possesses a rich heritage of traditional arts and craftsmanship that is being preserved 
and innovated for contemporary contexts. Today, this heritage is facing a pivotal challenge: artificial 
intelligence, which is radically transforming processes and skills, from design to communication. 
Design is called upon to reinterpret its founding values — craftsmanship, culture, innovation and 
attention to detail — in order to integrate them into an evolving digital ecosystem. The debate in Riyadh 
will explore the role of education in this transition: how design schools and cultural institutions are 
reimagining their pedagogical approaches, fostering meaningful exchanges between human creativity 
and artificial intelligence, and preparing new generations of designers to honour their cultural roots 
while embracing technological advancement. 
 
Panel discussion  
7:45 – 8:45 pm, in English 
Fostering Local Talents: From Craft to Market through Design Mentorship and Collaborations 
 
Samer Yamani, Design Curator and Creative Director, Founder Creative Dialogue 
Massimo Adario, Architect 
Hana Almktoom, Head of Programs and Curricula Development at the Architecture and Design 
Commission 



 

Moderator Zen Bahar, Editor, Commercial Interior Design  
 
This discussion will examine the critical intersection of craft practice and commercial viability in 
contemporary design ecosystems. Italian architect Massimo Adario will present his methodology for 
integrating master craftsmen into interior design projects, demonstrating how bespoke fabrication 
creates site-specific solutions that transcend industrial production. Samer Yamani, Design Curator, 
representing Saudi Arabia's Jusoor Design Collection programme, articulates their framework for 
transitioning emerging designers from conceptual development to market implementation through 
structured mentorship and strategic partnerships with crafts-based design brands. The discussion will 
address sustainable models for cultivating design communities, maintaining craft traditions within 
modern practice, and establishing professional pathways that enable local talent to achieve 
international competitiveness while preserving cultural authenticity and regional design identity. 
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Salone del Mobile.Milano meets Riyadh  
 
Maria Porro  
President Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Maria Porro, born in Como in 1983, has been President of Assarredo since being unanimously elected 
in September 2020, and is the first woman to take on this role. She joined the Board of Directors of 
Assarredo in 2017 and the General Council of FederlegnoArredo in 2019. She is Director of Marketing 
and Communication at Porro S.p.A., an old-established Italian design brand, set up by her 
greatgrandfather Giulio in 1925. She joined the company permanently in 2014, with responsibility for 
bolstering the company's international trade network and strengthening its communication strategies, 
before taking on her current role, with sustainable development very much to the forefront. She 
graduated cum laude in Set Design from the Brera Academy of Fine Arts, and worked in theatre, art and 
large events as a designer, coordinator and curator. She has always maintained strong ties to the family 
firm and the design world, collaborating with her father Lorenzo Porro and with the Lissoni Associati 
studio in particular, in the field of stylistic research and new product development, and personally 
overseeing the company's presentations at the Salone del Mobile. Starting from July 2021 she has 
become President of Salone del Mobile.Milano. 
 
Annalisa Rosso  
Editorial Director and Cultural Events Advisor, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Annalisa Rosso is Salone del Mobile.MilanoПs Editorial Director and Cultural Events Advisor, and 
Director of The Euroluce International Lighting Forum. Among the projects conceived and developed 
for Salone, the exhibition СInteriors by David Lynch. A Thinking RoomТ in Milan, and the performative 
installation СThe OrbitПs OrbitТ by Matilde Cassani in Shanghai. Rosso also curated talks with speakers 
such as Shigeru Ban, Francis Kêrê, Hans Ulrich Obrist, and John Pawson. She co-founded 
Mr.Lawrence, a strategic design consultancy fostering meaningful connections and defining new 
market perspectives. Key collaborations include B&B Italia, Nemo Group, EMU, Ambientec, ETEL, Four 
Seasons Milano, DesignSingapore Council, Craft ACT Australia, IRTHI UAE. TEDx speaker and Design 
Ambassador for the Italian Design Day in Prague, Hong Kong and Copenhagen, she has served on 
juries and committees including The Design Prize in Milan, Design Parade in Hyéres, Designblok in 
Prague, Collectible in Brussels, Madrid Design Festival, and The Advisory Hive of Societá delle Api. 
 
Gió Forma  
Design, art, and architecture studio 
A multidisciplinary studio founded in Milan in 1998 by Cristiana Picco, Florian Boje, and Claudio 
Santucci, Gió Forma is an international creative Milan-based firm that integrates architecture, interior 
design, bespoke furniture, theatrical sets, large stages and events, right up to art and museum 
installations. The studio is known for an approach that combines experiential engineering and narrative 
power, transforming each project into an immersive story. With a strong presence in Saudi Arabia, Gió 
Forma was responsible for iconic projects such as the Maraya Concert Hall М the largest mirrored 
structure in the world М the Chedi Hotel in AlUla and the first Islamic Arts Biennial in Jeddah, 
consolidating its global reputation. In Riyadh, for Salone del Mobile, the studio implements a curatorial 
masterplan that includes product-specific exhibition areas, spaces for a cultural programme of 
masterclasses and round tables, and lifestyle zones, in a project that brings together architecture, 
immersive design and contemporary narration.   
 
Lissoni & Partners 
Architecture, interiors, product & graphic design 
With offices in Milan and New York, Lissoni & Partners possesses a close to forty-year history in 
developing international projects in the fields of architecture, landscape, interior, product and graphic 



 

design, as well as handling the art direction for a range of prestigious companies. Led by Piero Lissoni, 
the studio adopts a tailored approach to each intervention, bringing together a broad range of expertise 
and establishing a stylistic code and a visual identity that are clearly and instantly recognizable. Inspired 
by a sense of rigor and simplicity, the work of the studio is distinguished by a close regard to detail, 
coherence and elegance, as well as by scrupulous attention to proportion and harmony. Organised 
around different fields of intervention, the practice comprises Lissoni Casal Ribeiro for masterplans, 
landscape design and architecture, Lissoni Associati for interior design and fit-outs, Lissoni Design for 
art direction and product design and Lissoni Graphx for graphic design, visual communication and 
brand identity, while Lissoni Architecture New York develops architecture and interior design projects 
for the American continent. 
 
 
Public Programme 
 
Massimo Adario 
Architect 
Massimo Adario was born in Rome, Italy, in 1970, into an entrepreneurial family running a printing press 
business. He studied architecture in Italy and Spain, graduating in 1998 from the “Università di Roma – 
La Sapienza”. In 1999, he worked in the studio of Aldo Aymonino in Rome and then moved to the 
Netherlands, first in Amsterdam, then Maastricht, where he stayed for two years, working for Wiel Arets 
& Associates. From 2007 onwards, he has continued his work and research in the world of interiors, 
housing, industrial architecture with his own private studio. 
 
Nebras Aljoaib 
Founder and Principal Designer, Nebras Aljoaib Creative Studio 
Saudi interior designer Nebras Aljoaib, founder of her eponymous studio in 2015, has been featured on 
the AD100 2025 Middle East list and presented during Milan Design Week at L’Appartamento by 
Artemest. Her studio crafts sculptural interiors rooted in cultural storytelling, defined by refined 
materials, spatial clarity, and craftsmanship. Reinterpreting vintage influences through a contemporary 
lens, Aljoaib’s work spans retail spaces, desert homes, and serene spas, as well as furniture and 
product design. Each design a dialogue between the past and the present. 
 
Abdullah Alazzaz 
Creative Director, Azaz Architects 
Abdullah is the Creative Director at Azaz Architects since 2017. He brings over seven years of cross-
sector experience in marketing, engineering, architecture, and business development. He has led 
strategic marketing initiatives and guided business growth across diverse industries. His professional 
background includes roles with leading local and international firms, where he has delivered impactful 
brand and market strategies. In addition to his professional and entrepreneurial work, Abdullah has 
authored articles on cultural insights, energy, politics, and architecture. He holds a Civil Engineering 
degree from Syracuse University, New York, and applies a structured, analytical approach to creative 
and strategic leadership. 
 
Hind Alessa  
Architect and Designer for Social Innovation  
Hind Alessa is an Architect, Designer for Social Innovation, and Educator. She currently serves as a 
Manager at the General Department of Innovation (MoCX), Ministry of Culture, Saudi Arabia, and is also 
the Founder & Director of City Lab at Bawtaqah, a non-profit dedicated to creating cities suited to Saudi 
Arabian communities. With a passion for multidisciplinary collaboration, Hind applies her expertise in 



 

architecture, design, and innovation to develop human-centered solutions that shape the future of 
Saudi Arabia. 
 
HRH Princess Noura Alfaisal  
Founder Adhlal, CEO Art of Heritage 
Nourah Al-Faisal is a visionary designer, entrepreneur, and business strategist with a distinguished 
track record in both international and local design ecosystems. Her career is defined by a deep 
commitment to creativity, business development, and cultural preservation. In 2013, Nourah founded 
NUUN Jewellery, an esteemed atelier in Paris, showcasing her expertise in crafting exceptional jewelry 
pieces. Her entrepreneurial drive led her to establish Adhlal for Design, a community-based research 
and design consultancy in Saudi Arabia dedicated to fostering the local design industry and advancing 
the creative economy in alignment with Vision 2030. Beyond her entrepreneurial ventures, Nourah has 
played a pivotal role in shaping Saudi Arabia’s creative and cultural landscape. From 2021 to 2024 she 
served as a consultant and advisor at the Jockey Club of Saudi Arabia (JCSA), providing strategic 
insights and industry expertise. She was also appointed as Director of the Saudi Cup in 2023 and 2024, 
demonstrating her leadership in managing high-profile international events. As the Chief Executive 
Officer of Art of Heritage, Nourah oversees efforts to preserve and promote Saudi Arabia’s cultural 
heritage through the conservation of traditional artifacts and craftsmanship. Her commitment to 
cultural sustainability is reflected in her leadership and advocacy for heritage preservation and craft 
revitalization. 
 
Hana Al Maktoum 
Designer, writer, and researcher with experience in architecture, design, and education 
A designer, writer, and researcher with experience in architecture, design, and education. Her work 
focuses on studying social and cultural adaptations within the Saudi context, exploring the 
intersections of the built environment with culture and society, and examining how architectural 
narratives and the poetics of design strengthen the relationship between people and their 
surroundings. She has worked for several years in higher education and currently serves as the Head 
of Programs and Curricula Development at the Architecture and Design Commission, where she 
oversees initiatives and publications dedicated to talent development and supporting creativity. 
 
Lulu Almana 
Landscape architect 
Lulu Almana is a landscape architect based in Saudi Arabia and the co-founder of Maghras: A Farm for 
Experimentation (est. 2024 with Sara Al Omran), a farm, research hub, and community space in Al Ahsa 
that explores the intersections of ecology, cultural practices, and local knowledge. With over twelve 
years of experience in London, Istanbul, and Abu Dhabi, Lulu’s practice spans from community parks 
to large urban landscapes, focusing on urban regeneration and ecological restoration. She led the 
newly published Urban Transformation Manual for the Saudi Architecture and Design Commission, and 
in 2023, advised the Vice Minister of MOMAH on the national parks strategy—contributing to shaping 
Saudi Arabia’s evolving landscape and public space agenda. 
 
Nawaf Nahar Al-Nassar   
Interior Designer, Founder 3njeddah  
Al-Nassar is a Saudi Interior Designer, holding a Bachelor’s degree in Interior Architecture from the 
American University in Britain (1990). He is the founder of 3N JEDDAH and the design initiative 
Tasmeem (2017–2018), and a contributor to the first Saudi design magazine. AlNassar’s work is 
centered on redefining interior architecture in harmony with diverse environments and cultural 
contexts, with a strong belief in design as a tool to enhance quality of life. Beyond his creative practice, 
he plays an influential role in the cultural and educational landscape. He is an Honorary Ambassador 



 

of the Barakat Foundation and a member of the Saudi Art Council, where he contributed for over a 
decade to the development of its educational programs (2013–2023). He has also served as a guest 
lecturer at several Saudi universities, sharing his expertise in interior design and architecture. 
 
Al.Motasem Attiyah  
Architect and Urbanist, CEO Clear Holding Co. 
Al.Motasem Attiyah is a Saudi architect and urbanist, the CEO of Clear Holding Co., a multidisciplinary 
investment group with subsidiaries in architecture, real estate development, cultural consultancy, and 
Experience Events. He has led and contributed to a wide range of projects across different uses—
including residential, commercial, and mixed-use developments—at varying scales from Project 
Development to large-scale and master plan developments. In addition to his specialization in 
landscape urbanism and transit-oriented developments (TOD), Al.Motasem is recognized as a leading 
expert in urban visual identities and the creation of design guidelines that strengthen the character and 
contextual integrity of emerging urban environments. 
 
Zen Bahar 
Editor, Commercial Interior Design 
Zen Bahar is the Editor of Commercial Interior Design Magazine for the Middle East & North Africa. 
From London and based in Dubai, Zen has a background in interior design, art and journalism.  
 
Carlo Baldocci 
Italian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
Carlo Baldocci has been the Italian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia since September 
2024. Since February 2025, he has also served as non-resident Ambassador to the Republic of 
Yemen. He graduated with honors in Law from the University of Rome "La Sapienza" in 1990 and joined 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1992. During his career, he served at the Italian Embassy in Tehran and 
the Italian Embassy in Washington. He then served for ten years as Diplomatic Advisor to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance. In 2015, he was seconded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to Cassa Depositi 
e Prestiti (CDP). From 2019 to 2023, he was the Italian Ambassador to the State of Kuwait. 
 
Razmig Bedirian  
Art and Culture Writer, The National 
Razmig Bedirian joined The National in 2019 as Arts & Culture writer, covering books, film, television 
and theatre. Born in the UAE, Razmig’s first stint with journalism came in the early 2000s when, at the 
age of 12, he was selected to be a reporter on a children’s programme on Dubai’s Channel 33. Razmig 
earned his bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the American University of Sharjah in 2012 and went 
on to work at Xpress and Gulf News, where he covered court, crime and immigration. In 2019, he 
received a master’s in creative writing from New York University, where he also worked as an adjunct 
instructor. 
 
Florian Boje 
CEO and Co-Founder, Studio Giò Forma 
Over the past 20 years, Florian Boje has become a multidisciplinary and award-winning designer in 
architecture and experience design. He has received international recognition for projects such as the 
Cartier Pavilion "Legendary Thrill" designed for Milan Design Week 2018, the Lumen Museum of 
Mountain Photography in Brunico (Italy), and the Maraya Concert Hall, a mirrored building in the desert 
of AlUla, Saudi Arabia. In addition to his extensive experience in architecture, iconic landmarks, and 
hospitality, Giò Forma was selected as a finalist in the Riyadh Airport design competition, ranking 
among the top 10 design studios worldwide. Recently, Florian has led projects including the King Fahd 
Cultural Center in Riyadh, the Design Space Gallery in Al Jadidah, the First Islamic Arts Biennale in 



 

Jeddah, and luxury hotels such as the Chedi UNESCO Hotel and the Marriott Autograph Hotel in AlUla. 
Florian is also an academic, serving as a visiting professor and lecturer at institutions like Milan 
Politecnico and NABA. 
 
Jonathon Clokie 
Head of Landscape Architecture at Omrania 
Jonathon Clokie is a senior landscape architect and design director with extensive experience leading 
multidisciplinary teams across the Middle East and the UK. As Head of Landscape Architecture at 
Omrania, he oversees high-profile public realm and urban development projects including Diriyah, King 
Salman Park, and Qiddiya. Jon’s leadership combines creative vision with a strong grounding in 
delivery, managing full project lifecycles from concept through detailed design aligned with RIBA 
stages. His approach emphasizes design quality, sustainability, and civic value — shaping landscapes 
that connect people, architecture, and culture. 
 
Mario Cucinella 
Architect and Founder, MCA - Mario Cucinella Architects 
Mario Cucinella is an internationally renowned architect and a leading advocate for sustainable design. 
He graduated in Architecture from the University of Genoa in 1986 and founded Mario Cucinella 
Architects in 1992, now based in Bologna and Milan. In 2015, he established SOS – School of 
Sustainability, a postgraduate program focused on sustainable architecture. His work, blending 
environmental innovation with social responsibility, has earned him honors, including Fellowships from 
the Royal Institute of British Architects (2016) and the American Institute of Architects (2017). He curated 
the Italian Pavilion at the 2018 Venice Biennale and is the chief architect of the Italy Pavilion at Expo 
Osaka 2025. He is also the author of many publications. 
 
Shahira Fahmy 
Principal & Founder of Shahira Fahmy Architects 
Shahira Fahmy founded Shahira Fahmy Architects, Cairo -Dubai. The Studio focuses on tying links 
between crafts and architecture, at scales that span from furniture design to territorial, urban, and 
master planning. The studio has been advocating for contemporary language rooted in the contextual 
heritage: “A language discovered rather than designed”. Exploring boundaries between the spatial and 
the narrative, the functional and the speculative, the practice and the theory, the past and the present. 
Fahmy lectured at Harvard University GSD, Columbia University GSAPP, Cooper Union, The Royal 
Academy of Arts RA, MIT, Yale University, City College of New York, The Royal Institute of British 
Architects RIBA, The Architecture Association London, amongst others. She is a recipient of LOEB, 
Hutchins, and Berkman Klein Fellowships from Harvard University 2014-2016.   
  
Abdulrahman Gazzaz  
Partner and Director, Bricklab 
Abdulrahman Gazzaz is a partner at Bricklab, with a deep interest in combining design-oriented 
thoughts with an experimental approach that creates a somehow unique and meaningful set of 
unexpected projects. He has site specific interests where he takes on a collaborative approach 
towards certain processes while challenging preconceptions of existing architectural configurations. 
Gazzaz has overseen the design and delivery of a wide range of projects, including the inaugural Saudi 
Pavilion in Venice, part of the 16th Venice Architecture Biennale, Jax Creative District in Riyadh, and 
many other projects around the region. Abdulrahman has worked on master planning projects as a 
consultant through invited competitions from PIF and Misk City; additionally, Abdulrahman has given 
talks at École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Giardini della Biennale in Venice, Somerset House 
in London, House of World Cultures in Berlin, Wadi Alfann Symposium in Alula amongst many 
international venues during his career. He has graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Architecture & 



 

Planning from the University of the West of England in 2012 and is a member of the Saudi Council of 
Engineers. 
 
Noura Ghabra 
Assistant Professor in Architecture at King AbdulAziz University, Consultant in Sustainable 
Architecture and Cultural Heritage  
Noura Ghabra is a Sustainable Architecture Consultant and Assistant Professor at King AbdulAziz 
University, specializing in environmental design and heritage conservation. She has contributed to the 
Historic Jeddah Rehabilitation Project, focusing on the assessment and preservation of heritage 
buildings. In 2023, she was awarded the UNESCO–Kingdoms Institute Fellowship, where she 
conducted advanced research on climate resilience and the environmental performance of heritage 
architecture in AlUla. In 2025, she was recognized among Saudi Arabia’s most influential women and 
featured in Expo 2025 Osaka’s “Her Influence” exhibition and ALIPH’s “Portraits of Women Preserving 
Heritage.” Her work centers on sustainability, energy efficiency, and safeguarding cultural heritage. 
 
Marva Griffin Wilshire  
Founder and Curator SaloneSatellite 
Ambassador of International Relations, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Marva Griffin Wilshire was born in Venezuela and Milan became her adopted city when she started 
working in the design and furnishing sector. She is currently the International Relations Ambassador 
for the Salone del Mobile.Milano and a Visiting Professor at Tongji University, College of Design and 
Innovation (D&I), Shanghai, China. She founded SaloneSatellite in 1998, which netted the Golden 
Compass Lifetime Award XXIII in May 2014. She was awarded the Ambrogino d’Oro in 2017, an 
Honorary master’s degree in design from Milan Polytechnic University in 2021 and, in 2024, an 
Honorary Doctorate in Fine Arts from the Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, USA. She has 
been a member of the Philip Johnson Architecture & Design Committee of the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA) in New York since 2001. She has been a global Italian Design Ambassador since 2016. 
 
Christele Harrouk 
Editor-in-Chief, ArchDaily 
Christele Harrouk is a French-Lebanese architect, urban designer, and Editor-in-Chief of ArchDaily, the 
world’s leading architecture platform. Since joining in 2019, she has played a key role in shaping 
ArchDaily’s editorial direction, strengthening industry partnerships, and driving innovative content 
strategies that bridge architecture, media, and urban development. A passionate advocate for diverse 
voices in architecture, Christele actively contributes to global discussions as a speaker, panelist, and 
writer, fostering meaningful conversations on the built environment. She holds a Master’s in Urban 
Design and a Master’s in Architecture, blending her design expertise with a deep understanding of 
media’s role in shaping the profession. 
 
Dr. Eiman Yahya Kurdi 
Director of Continuing Education, Royal Institute of Traditional Arts 
Dr. Eiman Yahya Kurdi is the Director of Continuing Education at the Royal Institute of Traditional Arts 
(WRTH). She brings over fifteen years of leadership experience in higher education, having previously 
served as Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Dar Al Hekma University and as Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs at the University of Business and Technology (UBT). Dr. Kurdi earned both 
her master’s and Ph.D. in Media and Cultural Studies from the United Kingdom. Her work bridges 
academia and culture, with a focus on advancing innovative educational models that connect tradition 
with contemporary creative practices. 
 
 



 

Piero Lissoni 
Architect, Designer and Art Director, Lissoni&Partners 
Piero Lissoni is architect, art director and designer and is recognized as one of the masters of 
contemporary design. He possesses an almost forty-year history in the development of projects the 
world over in the fields of architecture, landscape, interior, product and graphic design. He is also art 
director for Alpi, Boffi, Living Divani, Lualdi, Porro and Sanlorenzo. Some of the most important 
architecture and interior projects deserving of mention include the AP House Milan for Audemars 
Piguet (2024), the new headquarters of Banca Ifis in Rome (2024), the Dorothea Hotel Autograph 
Collection for Marriott International in Budapest (2023), the AKA hotels in New York and Alexandria, 
Virginia (2023), the design of The Haven, an exclusive area inside the NCL Norwegian Prima cruise 
ship (2022), the Shangri-La Shougang Park in Beijing (2021) realized for the 2022 winter Olympics, The 
Ritz-Carlton Residences in Miami Beach (2020), the Grand Park Hotel in Rovinj, Croatia (2019), the 
restyling of the historic Camparino in Galleria Bar in Milan (2019), The Middle House for the Swire Hotels 
Group in Shanghai (2018), the residential projects One Paraiso and Grand Paraiso in Miami (2018), The 
Oberoi Al Zorah Beach Resort Ajman in the UAE (2017), the interiors of a series of yachts for Sanlorenzo 
(2017-2020), the Conservatorium Hotel in Amsterdam (2012), the renovation of the historic Teatro 
Nazionale in Milan (2009), in addition to the corporate headquarters for companies such as Boffi, Glas 
Italia, Fantini, Living Divani and the shipyards of Sanlorenzo in La Spezia and Ameglia. Piero Lissoni has 
received a series of international awards, including the Compasso d’Oro Career Award, two Compasso 
d'Oro ADI, the Good Design Award and the Red Dot Award. 
 
Dr. Randa A. Mahmoud 
Dean of the College of Architecture and Design, Prince Sultan University 
Randa A. Mahmoud is an Architect–Urbanist and Dean of the College of Architecture and Design at 
Prince Sultan University. She holds a Ph.D. from the Institut d’Urbanisme de Paris and became 
Professor of Environmental Planning at Ain Shams University in 2023.  Her professional 
experience includes serving as Senior Architect and Urban Planner at DAR, and as Head of 
Architecture at the French University of Egypt, where she launched a dual-degree program with INSA 
Strasbourg. Nominated in 2013 for the Aga Khan Award for Architecture, her research explores urban 
resilience, vernacular architecture, gentrification, and climate-responsive design. 
 
Tumi Makgabo 
Founder and Director, AfricaWorldwide Media  
More than 2 decades as an international broadcaster have made Tumi Makgabo a highly sought after 
moderator at home, in her native South Africa, and around the world. Her experience and skill in 
newsrooms, as well as corporate boardrooms, allow her to effortlessly tackle subjects ranging from 
sport o mining, energy, ESG, law, finance and everything in-between. She has served as moderator 
and/or MC in a number of events in the GCC alone, including the Future Minerals Forum, COP 
gatherings, he Global AI Conference, the New Global Sports Conference and the Al-Ula World 
Archeology Summit, The Gateway Gulf Investment Forum, no name but a few. Her client list includes 
business, media houses, multinational corporations and multi-lateral institutions. Tumi has carved a 
niche for herself in both media and business as a media entrepreneur whose interests have grown to 
include venture capital and real estate. Tumi has been a student of international politics and is currently 
reading for her LLM in International Business Law. 
 
Silvia Mazzetto 
Associate Professor at the College of Architecture and Design, Prince Sultan University  
Dr. Silvia Mazzetto (M.Arch, Ph.D., IUAV University of Venice, Italy) is an Associate Professor at the 
College of Architecture and Design, Prince Sultan University (PSU), where she has served since 2021. 
She leads the Sustainable Architecture Lab (SA Lab) and is the Research Director for the college. Her 



 

academic career includes positions at the Lebanese American University, Qatar University, and the 
IUAV University of Venice. Dr. Mazzetto has authored over 60 publications in peer-reviewed journals 
and international conferences, contributing to the fields of sustainable architecture, digital innovation, 
and heritage conservation. 
 
Sergio Nava 
Director of Education e Global Scientific Director of Design, Istituto Marangoni Milano Design 
Sergio Nava leads the academic and creative strategy of Istituto MarangoniПs Design Schools at the 
international level. He holds a degree in Architecture from the Politecnico di Milano and a PG Cert in 
Higher Education Management from Manchester University. His multidisciplinary background spans 
architecture, design, and communication. His vision promotes innovation as the driving force of 
contemporary design, embracing an approach that integrates creativity, technology, sustainability, and 
visual culture. He is a promoter of projects involving international brands, renowned designers, and 
cultural institutions, creating educational ecosystems that connect academia and industry. Throughout 
his career, he has received prestigious international awards, including the Red Dot Design Award, Gold 
at ADCI (Art Directors Club Italiano), and Silver at ADCE (Art Directors Club of Europe), for his 
contributions to creativity and innovation in design. 
 
Annalisa Rosso 
Editorial Director and Cultural Events Advisor, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Annalisa Rosso is Salone del Mobile.Milano’s Editorial Director and Cultural Events Advisor, and 
Director of The Euroluce International Lighting Forum. Among the projects conceived and developed 
for Salone, the exhibition “Interiors by David Lynch. A Thinking Room” in Milan, and the performative 
installation “The Orbit’s Orbit” by Matilde Cassani in Shanghai. Rosso also curated talks with speakers 
such as Shigeru Ban, Francis Kéré, Hans Ulrich Obrist, and John Pawson. She co-founded 
Mr.Lawrence, a strategic design consultancy fostering meaningful connections and defining new 
market perspectives. Key collaborations include B&B Italia, Nemo Group, EMU, Ambientec, ETEL, Four 
Seasons Milano, DesignSingapore Council, Craft ACT Australia, IRTHI UAE. TEDx speaker and Design 
Ambassador for the Italian Design Day in Prague, Hong Kong and Copenhagen, she has served on 
juries and committees including The Design Prize in Milan, Design Parade in Hyères, Designblok in 
Prague, Collectible in Brussels, Madrid Design Festival, and The Advisory Hive of Società delle Api. 
 
Eli Synnevåg  
Director of Acquisition Middle East and Senior Architect, Snøhetta 
Eli Synnevåg is a Senior Architect and Director of Acquisition at Snøhetta, where she has been part of 
the team since 2000. She has contributed to a wide range of projects, including the KMD Academy of 
Fine Art in Bergen and the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra), Qasr Al Hokm Metro station 
and Royal Diriyah Opera House in Saudi Arabia. Since 2016, Eli has held a leadership role focused on 
team development, research, and innovation. Appointed Director of Acquisition in 2019, she oversees 
Snøhetta’s project portfolio in the Middle East and Africa, bringing strategic insight and an understanding 
of local conditions to guide the firm’s work in the region. Alongside her architectural practice, Eli is active 
in academia. She has taught and served as a guest critic at AHO, NTNU, and ETSAV, and regularly 
lectures internationally on Snøhetta’s design philosophy. She also serves as a jury member for 
architectural competitions. 
 
Étienne Tricaud 
Architect, Urban planner and Engineer 
Etienne Tricaud, architect, urban planner and engineer, began his activity as a structural engineer in 
1985 in Arup Group (London), under the direction of Peter Rice. In 1986, he joined the Agence des Gares 
(architecture department of French Railways), led by Jean-Marie Duthilleul. In 1997 they founded AREP 



 

(Architecture & Engineering firm, 1000 employees), of which Etienne Tricaud became president until 
2018. The studio has designed numerous projects around the world, including in particular: train 
stations (Avignon, Strasbourg, Turin, Shanghai-Sud, Casa-Port, Dubai World Expo 2020), museums, 
towers in Doha, Beijing and Ho-Chi-Minh, sports centers, office, retail and hotel projects, as well as 
urban studies in Europe, Asia, and Middle-East. Today, with his new structure, Etienne Tricaud develops 
architecture projects and urban planning assignments. The main project he is now involved in the 
region is the development of AlUla region in KSA, part of Vision 2030 program (as adviser for AFALULA 
and the Royal Commission for AlUla). 
 
Roberto Palomba 
Architect and Designer, Co-founder Palomba Serafini Associati studio  
Roberto Palomba, architect and designer, founded the Palomba Serafini Associati studio in Milan in 
1994 together with architect Ludovica Serafini. He has since dedicated his work to architecture, interior 
and industrial design, yacht design, and art direction for major international brands. His vision stems 
from the desire to combine a contemporary approach with a deep understanding of the historical and 
cultural roots of design, blending past and future into a coherent and harmonious language. Over more 
than thirty years of activity, he has received over seventy international awards, including the Compasso 
d’Oro, Red Dot, and Good Design Award. His design philosophy is holistic: every project becomes an 
organic system in which space, light, and material interact to embrace the human experience and 
emotion. 
 
Maria Porro  
President, Salone del Mobile.Milano 
Maria Porro, born in Como in 1983, has been President of Assarredo since being unanimously elected 
in September 2020, and is the first woman to take on this role. She joined the Board of Directors of 
Assarredo in 2017 and the General Council of FederlegnoArredo in 2019. She is Director of Marketing 
and Communication at Porro S.p.A., an old-established Italian design brand, set up by her 
greatgrandfather Giulio in 1925. She joined the company permanently in 2014, with responsibility for 
bolstering the company's international trade network and strengthening its communication strategies, 
before taking on her current role, with sustainable development very much to the forefront. She 
graduated cum laude in Set Design from the Brera Academy of Fine Arts, and worked in theatre, art and 
large events as a designer, coordinator and curator. She has always maintained strong ties to the family 
firm and the design world, collaborating with her father Lorenzo Porro and with the Lissoni Associati 
studio in particular, in the field of stylistic research and new product development, and personally 
overseeing the company's presentations at the Salone del Mobile. Starting from July 2021 she has 
become President of Salone del Mobile.Milano. 
 
Samer Yamani 
Design Curator and Creative Director, Founder Creative Dialogue  
Samer Yamani is a design curator and creative director, his expertise in contemporary crafts and 
design. He most recently exhibitions is titled "ALBASEQAT” at ITHRA Museum, and “Adaptability” at 
SAMOCA-Saudi Arabia Museum of Contemporary Art. As the founder of Creative Dialogue, a creative 
consultancy based in Dubai, Samer has curated and directed a multitude of exhibitions and design 
collections. His work, in collaboration with prestigious institutions, brands, and designers, has reached 
over 40 cities globally, with a particular emphasis on the Gulf Region. His curatorial approach is delving 
into local cultures and working intimately with local designers and artisans to bring their work to the 
forefront. Samer's significant contributions include the Madrasat Addeera Editions, a Design collection 
for Royal Commission of AlUla - KSA, MENASA-Emirati Design Platform at Expo 2020 Dubai, Jusoor 
Design Collection for ADC, Crafts Dialogue Collections by Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council in Sharjah, 
the PostCraft Collection by BD Barcelona Design, and the LIWAN Design Studio and Labs by Qatar 



 

Museums. His work has gained international acclaim, showcased at major art and design events like 
Milan Salone Del Mobile, London Design Festival, Paris Design Week, Barcelona Design Week, Dubai 
Design Week, 21,39 Jeddah Art Fair, London Design Fair, Besign Mexico, Lima Design Week, and 
Casablanca Biennale. 
 
Francesco Zurlo  
Dean of the School of Design, Politecnico di Milano 
Professor Francesco Zurlo is Full Professor of Industrial Design; since 2022, he has been the Dean of 
the School of Design at Politecnico di Milano. Professor Zurlo is the Director of the “Design + 
Strategies” research group (Department of Design) and a member of Scientific Committee of the 
Observatory on Design Thinking for Business at the Politecnico and ADI lndex. He is the Director of the 
Master in Design Strategy and, as scientific co-director, he manages the Master in Strategic Design 
and the Master in Furniture Design of POLI.design, Milan. He is the author of more than 100 
international publications about strategic design and design-driven innovation. 
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Foro Buonaparte 65 20121 Milano, Italia 

Capitale sociale € 4.750.000 i.v. 
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Head of Global Press Office
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International Press and Cultural Events Senior Support 
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Marketing & Communication Director 
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Head of Press Office Coordination 
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